THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
3. THE PRINTED BOOKS AND THE READING ROOM:
GARNETT AND OTHERS
When Bullcn retired in 1890 Garnett became Keeper, the Assistant
Keepers under him being Douglas, Russell Martineau and William
Younger Fletcher, promoted on the deaths of Roy and G. W. Porter
in 1884 and 1888 respectively, and Fortescuc, who succeeded
Garnett in 1890, while remaining Superintendent of the Reading
Room. Gametes chief energies, as we have seen, were absorbed by
the effort to produce the great General Catalogue punctually. But
his wide literary knowledge now had fuller scope than before to
influence the Department's purchases of important original editions
and of early printed books, as may be seen in the volume of Three
Hundred Notable Books^ produced in his honour on his retirement.
Garnett enhanced the Library's prestige in its strongest sections, and
raised one weaker one, that of early Spanish books, to the level of the
rest,
In this, the most attractive part of a Keeper's work, he had the
help of Dr. Alfred William Pollard, who joined the Staff in 1883
and is fortunately still with us, so that no account of his career, other
than what is necessary to the narrative, falls to be* given here. And
just ten years later there arrived a very remarkable Assistant, who
was both largely to increase and completely to organize the Museum's
already very large collection of incunabula. This was Robert George
Collier Proctor, Proctor had almost born with him a passion for
investigating early printing. While an undergraduate at Corpus
Christi College, Oxford, he had examined the bindings of the early
books in the College Library (it must be admitted considerably to
their detriment) and found in them a number of fragments of un-
known books, used as binder's waste. From this he proceeded to
examining and noting under their printers, in many cases identifying
them by their types, all the books in the Bodleian printed before 1501.
On entering the Museum he could not, of course, at once devote
his official hours to the early printed books there. Like all other
junior Assistants he had to learn the art of cataloguing by the copy-
right books, which provide far more exceptions and conundrums
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